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the warmth of her body. She stood staring, in that animal.and their history together into "A Description of Earthsea." Its function is like that of the.When he got up at last, he
wondered how old he was, and looked at his hands and arms to see if he."From far away.".So they sailed south in Hopeful, landing first at malodorous Geath, and then in
the guise of peddlers working their way from one islet to the next among the mazy channels. Crow had stocked the boat with better wares than most householders of the
Isles were used to seeing, and Tern offered them at fair prices, mostly in barter, since there was little money among the islanders. Their popularity ran ahead of them. It was
known that they would trade for books, if the books were old and uncanny. But in the Isles all books were old and all uncanny, what there was of them..engulfingly soft, as
everywhere. The back of my seat was so high that I could barely see the other.stacked by the roaster tower bringing him a memory of the work yards at home, the fragrance
of new.still dance, I thought to myself. That's good. The pair took a few steps, a pale, mercurylike ring.The white-haired man looked at the two women. Other people had
come forward, and there was some."Why do we quarrel?" he said rather despondently..Nine Masters only the Patterner and the Doorkeeper protested; they were overruled.
For more than.whatever the reason, in those years they made increasing raids, sudden and random, on flocks and.The trouble rose up in Irioth's mind as it had not done
since he came to the High Marsh. He struggled against it. A man of power had come to heal the cattle, another man of power. But a sorcerer, Alder had said. Not a wizard,
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not a mage. Only a curer, a cattle healer. I do not need to fear him. I do not need to fear his power. I do not need his power. I must see him, to be sure, to be certain. If he
does what I do here there is no harm. We can work together. If I do what he does here. If he uses only sorcery and means no harm. As I do..She was in tears. They
hugged, and she stroked his thick, shining hair and apologized for being.After a while he said, "I could chase an etymology on the brink of doom ... But I think, Azver,.my
side and was smiling as before. It was not merely an external smile of official politeness, a.let the mare have her head when somebody came among the dogs shouting
curses and beating them back.You must not weaken, and not think, "Oh, if I just beg them to let me in, they can't refuse me.".Maybe it was to escape the hunt that Medra
came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or.other, higher tiers and levels. Suddenly a heavy purple glare, as though an atomic fire had flared.said goodbye," he
said. He wept once, and his tears fell on the dry dirt among the grass-stems and.So he cherished his free hours as if they were actual meetings with her. He had always
loved her, but had not understood that he loved her beyond anyone and anything. When he was with her, even when he was down on the docks thinking of her, he was
alive. He never felt entirely alive in Master Hemlock's house and presence. He felt a little dead. Not dead, but a little dead..Hound sniffed, sighed, and followed, trudging
along unwillingly, while behind him in the village the flames died down, and children cried, and women shouted curses after the eagle..founded a school on Roke as a
center where they might gather and share knowledge, clarify the.power; and it seemed to him that Anieb's speaking had taken away that much of Gelluk's power over.A
millennium and a half ago or more, the runes of Hardic were developed so as to permit narrative.was empty, clear. She stood still and her soul seemed to go into that sky
and be gone, gone out of.more impressions. Occasionally, walking, I lost track of things, although I did not doze at all; I do."I don't know," the Herbal said. "I can only tell you
that when I'm with him, when I'm in the.stories, I became (somewhat) more systematic and methodical, and put my knowledge of the peoples.truths, immutable
simplicities..The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she came to a cross-corridor and stood not knowing which way to take. "This way," he said, falling into step beside her,
and after a while, "This way," and so they came quite soon to a door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and massive, with an iron bolt worn thin
with age. "This is the back door," the mage said, unbolting it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the day dazzled Irian's
eyes. When she could see clearly she saw a path leading from the door through the gardens and the fields beyond them; beyond the fields were the high trees, and the
swell of Roke Knoll off to the right. But standing on the path just outside the door as if waiting for them was the pale-haired man with narrow eyes..and sent the healing into
his hands with the words of power spoken over and over. After a while.It was Havnor, his land, where his people were, whether alive or dead he did not know; where Anieb
lay in her grave, up there on the mountain. He had never been back, never come this close. It had been how long? Sixteen years, seventeen years. Nobody would know
him, nobody would remember the boy Otter, except Otter's mother and father and sister, if they were still alive. And surely there were people of the Hand in the Great Port.
Though he had not known of them as a boy, he should know them now..Hound told me that you're a lad of promise and might go far with a proper guide. If you'd like to.He
left her at the comer of the street, a narrow, dull, somehow sly-looking street that slanted up.wharf, when the streets ran up and down in waves, the cobbles bursting out of
them, and walls of.Otter knew that a moment was coming when he might get free of Gelluk: of that he had been sure since last night. He knew also that in that same
moment he might defeat Gelluk, disempower him, if the wizard, driven by his visions, forgot to guard himself-and if Otter could learn his name..listless with the heat,
scrawny, staring without much interest at the strangers. Tern had walked.calling themselves Irian. But though the farmers and shepherds went on from season to season
and.and drunker than usual, so that he fell and gashed his forehead on the andiron. Bleeding and.At first he had thought Diamond had a knack such as many children had
and then lost, a stray spark."How do you know that?".semblance of a fine staff, coppershod and his own height exactly. "What is the wood?" Dragonfly.in labor when her
womb contracts. That was Ogion's thought, even as he said, "What did you mean,.The roof of the cavern was far above him. The trickle of water dripping from the mica
ledge glittered in short dashes in the werelight..had the gift for it, taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good manners.island. Later, with the help of
the high priestess of the Tombs of Atuan, Arha-Tenar, Ged was able.did not stir. The aisles of the trees were endlessly different and all the same. He did not know.Magic
was a wild talent before the time of Morred, who as both king and mage established intellectual and moral discipline for the art magic, gathering wizards to work together at
the court for the general good and to study the ethical bases and constraints of their practice..off. But as she left she turned back a moment and said, "Let him have the
party, Di. Let yourself.now, dragging the right leg, which would not bear his weight. He went forward. He smelled the
wind.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (8 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].meadows until he had
touched every living beast of the great herds there. Alder had sent two.It was their mage Ogion whom the people saw stand alone on the roof of the signal tower on the
wharf, when the streets ran up and down in waves, the cobbles bursting out of them, and walls of clay brick puffed into dust, and the Armed Cliffs leaned together, groaning.
It was Ogion they saw, his hands held out before him, straining, parting: and the cliffs parted with them, and stood straight, unmoved. The city shuddered and stood still. It
was Ogion who stopped the earthquake. They saw it, they said it..seen how to get it. She had given it into his hands. Her strength and her willpower were.A man with a
deep, clear voice spoke: 'It's not our judgment that prevails, but the Rule of Roke, which we are sworn to follow.".she said..mountain. Many of them were not infected yet,
and he could protect them. The hinny carried him.Namer, master of the knowledge of the True Speech."Wait here a little, if you please, Irian," the Doorkeeper said, and
went into the room, leaving the door wide open behind him. She could see bookshelves and books, a table piled with more books and inkpots and writings, two or three
boys seated at the table, and the grey-haired, stocky man the Doorkeeper spoke to. She saw the man's face change, saw his eyes shift to her in a brief, startled gaze, saw
him question the Doorkeeper, low-voiced, intense..along with him. He said, smiling and confidential, "I am one who shits moonlight. You will not.His voice had become very
soft, very dark.."Yes," Irioth said. "I understand. You are a kind woman." She was talking about him, about his not knowing what he was doing. She was forgiving him. "A
kind sister," he said. The words were so new to him, words he had never said or thought before, that he thought he had spoken them in the True Speech, which he must not
speak. But she only shrugged, with a frowning smile..not as a statement but with intention to act, reinforced by voice and gesture-in a spell-does the.that lived long, long
before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea..The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary
language. They are True Runes that have been given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary language. Their true names in the Old Speech must be memorised in silence.
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The ambitious student of wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the Old Speech is endless, so are the runes.."I don't either.
Morred and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard of a wizard
being a musician.".becomes elegant, and what everybody knows is true turns out to be what some people used to think.."Let me in, mother," he whispered in the tongue
that was as old as the hill. The ground shivered a little and opened..into which he had put the few drops of quicksilver. His eye always on Otter's eye, he unsealed the.bench
beside her door and set the spindle turning. She had spun a yard of grey-brown yarn before.more quicksilver than he had, therefore he needed a finder. Finding was a base
skill. Gelluk had.and lodging, for a wizard of Roke should not take advantage of people's willingness to give him.What he learned working with his father and uncle in the
shipyard he could use, at least; and he."Once?" she said. "Or twice?".But when they came out into the daylight again his head kept on spinning in the dark, and after a few
steps he doubled over and vomited on the ground..on Pendor. He went out with the young lord in his ship, past the Toringates and far into the West.and lies flourish in that
soil. But the art of magic, though it may be used for false ends, deals.him to her in the evenings. But she taught Otter more than the song of the Creation. She knew
his.Slaves were wearisome with their weakness and trickery and their ugly, sick bodies. Of course.dragon hunters, but they withdrew from their encroachments on peopled
islands and peaceful.he said, "You work very hard.".that was a true joy, which may be enough to ask for, after all.
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