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cccclxxi.Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the

wise a lesson well might trace;.? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their

lover, and say.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read

it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of

the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself],

'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving

his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made

her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.WP="BR1">.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and
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simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of

the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye

say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath

he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou

hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and

exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them;

and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that

which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth

cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii
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